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249N.2 Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:
1. “Accountable care organization” means a risk-bearing, integrated health care

organization characterized by a payment and care delivery model that ties provider
reimbursement to quality metrics and reductions in the total cost of care for an attributed
population of patients.
2. “Affordable Care Act” means the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,

Pub. L. No. 111-148, as amended by the federal Health Care and Education Reconciliation
Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-152.
3. “Covered benefits” means covered benefits as specified in section 249N.5.
4. “Department” means the department of human services.
5. “Director” means the director of human services.
6. “Eligible individual” means an individual eligible for medical assistance pursuant to

section 249A.3, subsection 1, paragraph “v”.
7. “Essential health benefits” means essential health benefits as defined in section 1302

of the Affordable Care Act, that include at least the general categories and the items and
services covered within the categories of ambulatory patient services; emergency services;
hospitalization; maternity and newborn care; mental health and substance use disorder
services, including behavioral health treatment; prescription drugs; rehabilitative and
habilitative services and devices; laboratory services; preventive and wellness services and
chronic disease management; and pediatric services, including oral and vision care.
8. “Federal approval” means approval by the centers for Medicare and Medicaid services

of the United States department of health and human services.
9. “Federal poverty level” means the most recently revised poverty income guidelines

published by the United States department of health and human services.
10. “Household income” means household income as determined using the modified

adjusted gross income methodology pursuant to section 2002 of the Affordable Care Act.
11. “Iowa health and wellness plan” or “plan” means the Iowa health and wellness plan

established under this chapter.
12. “Iowa health and wellness plan provider”means any provider enrolled in the medical

assistance program or any participating accountable care organization.
13. “Iowa health and wellness plan provider network” means the health care delivery

network approved by the department for Iowa health and wellness plan members.
14. “Medical assistance program” or “Medicaid” means the program paying all or part of

the costs of care and services provided to an individual pursuant to chapter 249A and Tit. XIX
of the federal Social Security Act.
15. “Medical home” means medical home as defined in section 135.157.
16. “Member”means an eligible individual who is enrolled in the Iowa health andwellness

plan.
17. “Participating accountable care organization” means an accountable care

organization approved by the department to participate in the Iowa health and wellness plan
provider network.
18. “Preventive care services” means care that is provided to an individual to promote

health, prevent disease, or diagnose disease.
19. “Primary medical provider”means the personal provider as defined in section 135.157

chosen by a member or to whom a member is assigned under the Iowa health and wellness
plan.
20. “Value-based reimbursement” means a payment methodology that links provider

reimbursement to improved performance by health care providers by holding health care
providers accountable for both the cost and quality of care provided.
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